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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE

BJ Andersen, CAWA, Executive Director
“Nothing can be by itself alone,
no one can be by himself or
herself alone, everyone has to
inter-be with everyone else.”
(Thich Nhat Hanh)
How do you define community?
What is your community? At its
root, I believe it is a sense of
responsibility for needs beyond
those of the individual. It is a
sense of connection and an
understanding that the wellbeing of the least of us is the
well-being of all of us. It is an
awareness of interdependence.

What I truly love about all of you reading this is the inclusion of
animals in your experience of community. The love and connection
that we all feel with animals is often the bridge that connects us
when so much in the world today can divide us. You know how
important pets are to the individuals and families who love them,
and you have stepped up so powerfully to support those bonds and
keep those families complete.
Our community has also experienced some very difficult moments
over the past year. Our animals have helped us through these crises.
Now, when we see others struggling, we reach out to help—and keep
pets and their people together. We know it’s more humane (and often
more cost-effective) to support bonds rather than break them.
To know the love of an animal crosses all differences of race, class,
physical ability, religion, nationality, and social status. And losing an
animal we love, cherish, and consider a family member also crosses
all differences we may perceive between us. So it makes my heart
happy, and my sense of pride in our community so strong, to see how
deeply you support the work that maintains the bond between pets
and people whenever possible. And when a pet loses a family, you
step up and provide the resources to heal them and find them new
loving homes.
Whether you are a volunteer, an employee, a donor, an adopter,
or simply think of yourself as an animal lover, you are part of my
community, and I cherish you all. I know you will enjoy reading the
stories in this issue, and I hope you recognize the role you play
in them. I thank you with all my heart for making our community
stronger and a better place for pets and the people who love them.

Good Citizens
Saving Lives With Their Support

By Sherri Partridge, Community Philanthropy Officer

Many businesses support Willamette Humane
Society (WHS), like Capitol Subaru, Cashmere
Construction, and The Marble Center, to name
just a few. But some companies have names
you don’t associate with lifesaving work.
Matt White and Felicia Hirata, owners of Killers
Pest Control, have personally supported
shelter pets over the years. And when they
began donating as a company, people got a
good chuckle seeing their business name
associated with saving lives.
“When I started as a shelter volunteer, I saw
firsthand the importance of individual and
business contributions,” said Felicia. “I learned
how that support literally changed cats and
dogs lives.”
In 2016, Matt and Felicia thought it was fitting
to be involved with a unique WHS fundraising
idea. Killers Pest Control was the presenting
sponsor of a raffle for a 1974 Super Beetle car.
“It was a bug, and since our pest control
business obviously eliminates bugs, this was
one bug we hoped to save and send to a good
home, while at the same time raising funds for
shelter pets,” said Felicia.
Killers Pest Control has also sponsored events
like Bowser’s Boo Bash and the WillaMutt Strut,
as well as being members of the Golden Hearts

(Above) Matt and Felicia with their two dogs. One is a WHS
alumnus. Photo by Martha Russell.

Club, the shelter’s monthly giving program.
Felicia is also a dog handler, has fostered
kittens, and adopted dogs through WHS.
“There are so many ways businesses can
support shelter pets and people—whether
it’s through sponsoring events or dog or cat
kennels, or making tribute gifts in honor of
your staff,” said Matt. “I could go on and on.
Any involvement is a great way for businesses
to do their part helping pets find a loving
home. It’s also nice for your business that
our community knows local companies care
about pets and people.”
Felicia and Matt want people to know that
any donations or sponsorships by Killers
Pest Control truly comes from the heart and
from their desire that every pet deserves a
loving home. “We’re so proud to not only
have our business, but also Felicia and I,
associated with WHS—from spaying and
neutering, to creating bonds between pets
and people, to providing medical care,”
said Matt. “We hope many other companies
will find a way to get involved. Because that’s
just good heartfelt business for everyone.”
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Petcetera

WHAT’S GOING ON AT WHS THIS QUARTER?
adoption center located within PetSmart.
No appointment is required to meet and fall
in love. Visit the Adoptable Cats page on our
website to see who is waiting for you at
Meow Town.

Thank You for a Wonderful
Week of Wonder

By Sara Masser, Donor Programs Manager
In 2015, a colleague and I were chatting about
new ways to share shelter success stories with
our community. As employees, we enjoy hearing
these stories as they happen, and we wanted
to harness those wonderful moments and
deliver them directly to you.

PetSmart Charities Grant Helps
Pets Prepare for Adoption
By Jean Dion, Communications Manager

Before pets can leave shelter life behind,
they need medical care. Sometimes, their
treatment needs are minimal. Kittens may
need spay/neuter surgeries, vaccinations, and
microchips only. Adult cats may need dental
procedures in addition to routine care.
Thanks to a $75,000 grant from PetSmart
Charities, WHS can offer more care to animals
before adoption.
Be sure to thank the team at PetSmart when
you visit. And if you’re hoping to adopt a
cat or kitten, remember that we often have
adoptable felines in Meow Town, our offsite
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Online giving’s popularity was rising as well,
so we saw the perfect opportunity: Create an
annual online fundraising campaign so our
community can read these stories too!
So, Week of Wonder was born.
Years later, it’s a heart-swelling blend of
storytelling and philanthropy—wrapped in
a WONDERfully uplifting package.
Between December 25-31, 2021, Week of Wonder
raised $40,695. And so many of you seemed
to enjoy these stories. You kept opening each
email (and your hearts). Stories like Toasty’s
(our cover model) reached thousands of people.
It was beautiful.
Thank you for donating, reading, and caring.
You make these stories possible!
Missed them this year? Visit whs4pets.org/wow
to catch up!

WHS Receives $20,000 Grant from
Oregon Community Foundation
By Erin Weldon, Development and Community
Engagement Director
This November, Willamette Humane Society
(WHS) was honored to receive a $20,000
Community Grant from The Louise Minty Fund
and The Jolie’s Creature Care Fund of Oregon
of Oregon Community Foundation.
With this support from Oregon Community
Foundation—and together with partner
agencies such as Church at the Park, the
Center for Hope and Safety, and Salem
Health—we help families navigate the crises
that might lead to giving up a beloved pet.
Grant funding will be used to provide crisis
care services, such as spay/neuter surgeries,
veterinary exams, and microchips to owned
pets at newly-established SafeParks, where
nearly one-third of clients own pets. In
partnership with Fences for Fido, we’ll also
build a fenced area for safe pet exercise.
Additionally, funding will be used to expand
staff training to deliver compassionate care
to vulnerable populations.

Kittens and Beer Returns!

WHS supports the human-animal bond,
which is a strong social determinant of health.
Working with the agencies that serve the most
vulnerable populations in our community, we
are helping to improve outcomes for people
and their pets. We’re so grateful to the Oregon
Community Foundation for recognizing the
role animal welfare organizations can serve
in reaching vulnerable human populations.

Join us at Santiam Brewing (2544 19th St. SE
in Salem) between 6 and 8 p.m. on Feb. 24,
March 24, May 26, or June 23. Cuddle kittens
for a small donation.

By Jaime Oakeson, Volunteer
Engagement Coordinator

Kitten season is just around the corner, and
we’d love your help and support. (And we
know many of you want the chance to cuddle
a tiny bundle of fur.) Kittens and Beer events
are coming back!

Want to support kittens but aren’t ready for
in-person socializing? We get it and have
some options for you. Foster Volunteer
recruitment is active through April 20, so sign
up to open your homes and your hearts to
some kittens. We also have Amazon wishlists
on our website, and we make donating easy
on our website too.
However you help, we thank you!
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SUPPORT FOR

Pets & People
On average, there are about 100 WHS volunteers,
and they donated about 16,000 hours of service
in 2021 alone. They help make the mission of
connecting pets and people possible, and we
could not be more grateful for them. Let’s take
a deep dive into all the ways our volunteers help.

20 Volunteer Roles to Choose From
Volunteers assist staff in so many ways! This is
just a sample of what they do:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WHS Volunteers: Donating
Time, Talent, and Expertise
By Rachel Imes, Community
Engagement Manager

The volunteer program at Willamette Humane
Society (WHS) is an integral part of our
organization’s mission. Despite the pandemic,
WHS has over 300 active volunteers.
These individuals assist our staff and animals
in every single department at the shelter, at
our Thrift Store downtown, and our offsite
adoption location at PetSmart. They are
involved in the nitty-gritty details of shelter
life and make the lives of dogs and cats
better daily.
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Walk dogs
Clean kennels
Keep up with dishes and laundry
Facilitate adoptions
Provide enrichment for animals
Assist in administration tasks
Keep shelter grounds looking beautiful
Sort bottles and cans
Provide customer service

As all of our volunteers love dogs and cats, our
most popular volunteering opportunities involve
direct contact with the animals. Roles like Dog
Handling and Enrichment Team are always very
popular, as they involve quality time with dogs
and cats. These roles keep pets active and happy.
And volunteers help with socialization too,
getting dogs and cats ready for adoption. Half of
our volunteer force falls into these two categories.
While all our volunteer roles are important
and necessary, we are extremely appreciative
of the individuals who take on the less “fun” roles.
Tasks like cleaning kennels and doing laundry
might not be as glamorous, but they help keep
animals healthy and our shelter running smoothly.

Volunteers Have a Deep Impact
Nancy Howton, a current Dog Handler, has
volunteered with WHS since 2016. Nancy has
experience in several different volunteering
roles, and has worked with both cats and dogs.
When asked why she continues to be a
volunteer, she said, “I enjoy working with such
a great team who loves and cares about the
health and well-being of these animals. Seeing
these dogs come out of their shell, wanting to
play and get attention is awesome! Hearing
that they got a good home is priceless.”
We could not agree more, Nancy! At left,
she is helping build the confidence of a
sweet, shy shelter pup.
Our entire staff is aware of the contribution
made by volunteers. A member of our
Behavior and Training Department, Nichole
Myers-Youngquist said, “Volunteers are so
important to the Behavior and Training
Department in more ways than could ever
be listed. Our volunteers support the BT
department by giving every dog in the shelter
three walks a day, rain, shine, heatwave, or
snow to meet their physical needs. They also
provide fun mental and sensory enrichment
to every cat and dog in our care, which reduces
fear, anxiety, and stress.” Nichole’s department
has volunteer shifts five times a day, every
day of the week.

Become a
WHS Volunteer
We hold volunteer recruitment cycles
three times a year. Our last one was
completed in January, and our next is
planned for April 2022.
Recruitment cycles are small and
targeted. We only open applications
for the roles we need to fill, and often,
many positions are already handled
by dedicated volunteers. While you
may not be able to choose from every
volunteer opportunity, we will have
specific roles we’d love your help with.
Bookmark this page on our website:
whs4pets.org/volunteer. When our next
recruitment cycle opens, we’ll make an
announcement here and provide a list
of roles and descriptions. You can sign
up right from our website too.
Because the safety of people and animals
is a top priority for WHS, our volunteer
application and training processes are
extensive. Applicants will go through
group training and an individual interview
process to make sure that they are a
good fit for WHS and that WHS is a good
fit for them.
Be sure to check our website in April.
We look forward to having you join
the crew!

About 100 volunteers have donated
thousands of hours of work helping
dogs, cats, and shelter staff.
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2020/2021 BY THE NUMBERS

2,973 dogs & cats
Entered the shelter for
rehoming, crisis
housing, or
medical care.

218 dog students

Nearly 2,000 cats

127 foster families

Found homes at Meow Town,
our offsite adoption
center within
Salem’s PetSmart.

Offered care to 914
cats, dogs, kittens,
and puppies.

Attended in-person or virtual
training classes
conducted by the
WHS Behavior and
Training team.

Returned to work at WHS
and contributed
12,792 hours at
WHS and at the
WHS Thrift Store.

160 onsite volunteers

1,331 community cats

1,055 elementary
school students

14,936 callers

160 pets

Participated in virtual
tours about safety,
responsibility, and
empathy for pets.

Had questions about stray
pets, adoption, animal
surrender, and more
answered by WHS Pet
Resource Specialists.

Had spay/neuter
surgeries within the
WHS Spay and
Neuter Clinic.

Received compassionate
end-of-life care
requested by
their owners.

Community Impact Report
The 2020/2021 fiscal year contained a pandemic,
fires, an ice storm, and other issues no one
could either anticipate or expect. Yet, despite
all of the challenges we faced as a community,
we came together to help pets and the people
who love them.

(Above) Savage the cat came to WHS during the
wildfires of 2020. After his burned feet were treated,
he returned to his loving home.
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Serving Pets in Need
During the fiscal year, 2,973 dogs and cats
entered WHS for rehoming, crisis care, or
medical care. On average, they stayed with
us between 14 and 17 days.
Over 92 percent of animals brought into the
shelter were saved:
• 1,839 pets were adopted
• 87 pets were returned to their owners,
including 12 pets WHS cared for while their
people were in crisis
• 602 were transferred to partners, including
516 cats, through partnerships with the Cat
Adoption Team, Oregon Humane Society,
and others

Offering Critical Care
Pet-loving people in our community struggled
to get prompt, cost-sensitive medical care.
The WHS Spay and Neuter Clinic was there
to help. The clinic team performed 3,762 spay
and neuter surgeries in 2020-21, including:
•
•
•
•

695 owned pets
1,331 community cats
212 pets from other rescue groups
1,524 WHS shelter pets

Clinic staff performed 151 additional
procedures, such as dental cleanings and
extractions, amputations, growth removals,
and more, for shelter pets—services
conservatively valued at over $24,000.

Training Furry Friends
So-called “pandemic puppies” moved out
of shelters, rescues, and private homes into
loving families. But some of those pups came
with behaviors their new humans found
troubling. A total of 218 dogs attended WHS

(Above) Phil the cat demanded workday snuggles
during his stay in the summer of 2021.

public classes. These classes were held both
virtually and in person as soon as allowed
during the pandemic. Classes included:
•
•
•
•

Basic and advanced training
Puppy socialization and training
Behavior solutions
Specialty classes

In addition, staff responded to Behavior
Helpline inquiries (via phone and email)
and assisted more than 81 people.

Looking Ahead
All told, 52,311 people (including visitors
to WHS and the Thrift Store) and 5,550
animals were served by WHS this fiscal year.
That represents 16 percent of the households
in Marion and Polk counties.
We’re proud of the work accomplished this
fiscal year, thanks to a great team of staff,
volunteers, and donors. We look forward
to the year to come!
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Families Were Formed in the
Fire’s Aftermath
Among all of the challenges we faced in the
2020/2021 fiscal year, the Santiam Fire was
one of the most devastating. As it grew to
cover thousands of acres, hundreds of people
and pets were displaced.
A pack of huskies came to Willamette Humane
Society during the fires. We got an update on a
very special pup from that group. His name is
Yukon, and he was adopted in December
of 2020. Here’s what his family wrote.

time to go outside, to come in, to rest and
when to play! Finally, on July 6, 2021, Yukon
decided to accept us as his family.
He was about 25 pounds when WHS received
him, and with the care and love he received
from all the staff, Yukon weighed 48 pounds
when we adopted him. The work put into
Yukon at WHS was tremendous and very
effective. At least I could initially touch,
feed, walk and pet him. Now we ALL can!

“For 244 days, Yukon would only let me have
contact with him. Around other animals,
Yukon was totally at ease, but when humans
appeared, Yukon would withdraw and go
hide in the deepest parts of our back yard.
All the time, my wife Alys, son Austin, and
I would accept any little gesture of affection
from Yukon.
All along, our two other Huskies, Katie
(black and white) and Akela (white with light
tint), were helping every day with Yukon,
Katie teaching him the rules on accepting
treats and Akela teaching him when it was

Yukon (as the middle dog in the picture of
our three huskies) now weighs 86 pounds,
walks daily, comes and goes as he pleases,
and ALWAYS has food, water, treats, and lots
of LOVE! He is finally living a ‘spoiled dog’s life,’
and is now the star of our house when family
and friends come to visit.
We are so happy that he joined our family!
He is so smart and loving; we are blessed to
have him. Yukon is free, Yukon is safe, Yukon
is on a diet! Ha Ha!”

10

Happy Tails

WHS ADOPTION STORIES

Every quarter, we share photos and stories of pets adopted at WHS. Do you have one to share?
We’d love to hear from you! Reach us at happytails@whs4pets.org. We may edit stories for
grammar or length.

Lucky
We adopted ‘Handsome’ this weekend from Petsmart. Thank you
to the helpful staff member! I think he is settling in well! Thanks for
the new member of our family. Now known as Lucky, he’s enjoying
snuggles and Zoom meetings.

Mona
Our now 10-month-old son loved his nana’s cats and was so gentle
with them. Any video or photo of a cat, he would just smile and squeal,
so we decided he needed a buddy.
It took her less than a day to show her amazing, spunky personality,
to become best friends with our son, and to be a comfortable member
of our little family. They now do everything together; she loves to run
by him then wait for him to crawl after her (we swear they are playing
tag), along with playing with all his toys with him, anytime he is sitting
or laying down, you can find Mona laying on him.
Mona is perfect; we feel so grateful and lucky to be the family to have
adopted her. Thank you so much, WHS, for this incredible kitten and
our son’s new best buddy.

Boston
I adopted Dancer. He is now named Boston and is living his best life.
He has been to the beach and hiking and loves to snuggle up on the
couch. He has had minimal accidents and will wait by the door to go
potty. He has learned sit, and we are working on more commands.
He has been the perfect puppy. The foster parent did a phenomenal job.
So happy to have adopted him!
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Tributes
People Memorials

SHIRLEY ANN COLE
Edmond Bates Jr.

MARTIN KEHRLI, M.D.
William Wylie

SUSAN ADAMS
Sherri and Lindsay Partridge

JOANNE CROWN
Beverly Kropp

AUNT KERRY
Amber Schoeff

MARY AGNES
Leann Yamanaka

DONNA, HANK, AND ARLO DAIGNAULT
Tracy and Jeff Crandall

KEVIN KING
E.J. King

LINDA L. AMES
Bruce Miller

MATT DALMOLIN
Winifred Sangirardi

MARY M. ATKINSON
William Atkinson

RON DOT’’O
Rick and Vickie Allen

JAN KIRKLAND
Heidi Zinsmann and Clifford
Alexander

NORMA BAGGENSTOS
Terrace Lake Homeowners
Association

DWILA FECKER
Dwila Fecker

JANIS BAILEY-ARMSTRONG
Terry and Marty Bailey
MARTHA J. BAILEY
Terry and Marty Bailey
STEVE BETSCHART
Karen Betschart
NORMAN BEUGLI
Lorraine Beugli
BOB BEVENS
Margie and Gerald Moorman
The Bob Bevens Family

BEA FERREIRA
Carol and Robert Ritchey
CLARA GARNER
Linda Scott
ALEX GEER
Kate Bayne
FRITZ GEILING
Petra Geiling and Theodore Coran
DICK GETTIS
Casey and Cathy Jones
LYNN GRAVES
Marvin J. Graves

JANET BLOCKSOM
Karen Blocksom and Michael
Pennington

MARLENE HAINES
Kathryn Haines

NANCY BONACCI
Peter Bonacci

BARBARA HASKINS
Peggy Mangis

T. G. BROWNING
Susan and T.G. Browning

RUTH A. HEMANN
Marcia and John Moeller

ROSS CARSTENSEN
Yvonne Carstensen

LORNA HILDERBRAND
Alice Gordon-Hilderbrand

LEO CHANDLER
Donnie Chandler

JEFF JACKSON
Carol Short

JIMMY CLARK
Chris Caldwell and Jean ClarkCaldwell

JACK E. JOHNSON
Barbara Johnson
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MARGARET KALBERG
Kathy Baldwin

RONALD J. LARSON
Kathy Baldwin
PENELOPE LENT
Ruth Firestone
LUKE AND BLUE
Jennifer Lloyd and Erik Wasmann
CAROL MANKA
BJ Andersen and Teresa McKenzie
Peter Manka
David and Diana Cox
Thomas Lancefield
Sarah Manka
Sherri and Lindsay Partridge
Jamie Wenigmann
JACK MCLEAN
John McLean
TONY MICHAELSHI
Sue Hirsch
PATTI MONICK
Lynn and Owen Daly
SARAH MORTENSON
Eric Fowler
CLEM MULLIN
Anonymous
ANTHONY NELSON
Eloise Nelson
JEFF NORLING
Lisa Norling
ROBERT W. OLIVER
Judy Oliver
Janis Simmons

November
November
1, 20211 to January 31, 2022

JAMES (JIM) PATCH
Marilyn Forsyth

LEROY TONN
Paris Olson

BAILEY
Hazel Patton

MICHAEL S. PATTON
Mark Tallman

PETER VALDEZ
Jennifer Valdez

BAILEY
Deborah and Eric Wright

BOB PAULSON
Lon and Charlene Paulson

MOLLY WALSH MASON
Nancy Walsh

BAILEY THE CAT
Paul and Diane Hass

MARGARETHE POMMERENING
Mary Kay Callaghan

WILLIAM WATERS
Lynda and Dennis McCarthy

BANDIT LE DOG
Victoria Gordon

SHELBY PRATHER
Michelle Prather

JACKIE WELLS
Nancy Ray

BRODY, MURPHY, DUFFY, AND BLAZE
Jack and Jan Prebilsky

RETIRED NAVY CHIEF, ED REESE
Kathy Baldwin

SGT. RANDY WHITTAKER
Karen and Bill Horner

OSCAR BURROUGHS
Amy and Jeremy Burroughs

RICHARD RETIN
Randy Miller

PEARL WILLIAMS
James Williams

BUSTER
Lois Roberts

ROBERT RHINES
Chris Rhines

NANCY AND JIM WILSON
Debbie and Emma Chitwood

BUTCHIE
Kathleen Zollner

KENNETH RICHARD “DICK” SCHULDT
Elizabeth Nevue

DIANNE WINDSOR
Terrace Lake Homeowners
Association

C.K. AND CLEO
Judy and Bryan Thoet

SHARON, JOE, AND SYLVIA
Clark Boswell
ALAN SHIELDS
Phyllis Myers
LONNA SIEBER
Richard Mayer
CRAIG SIMMONS
Jeff and Arlis Proctor
NANCY SMITH
Arlene and David Stone
CHRISTINE SPROUL
Nancy Hull
SUE STEFFEN
Carol Daniels
SARAH STONE
Gregg Family Foundation
ELIZABETH “BETH” TAYLOR
Marcia Hara
PAT TOMISON WAYNE
Connie Toland

TAMI WOODWARD
Gail Strickland

Pet Memorials
A NEIGHBOR’S SWEET PUP
Lynn and David Jones
HENRY ACEY
William and Marsha Hoskins

CHAOS
Karen and Bill Horner
CHASE
Aimee Whitney
LEWSIE CHOQUETTE
Jeanne Choquette
COBI, COOPER, AND CHANCE
Michael Yardley and Christine
Schnell-Yardley

ANDIE GOOD DOG
Rebecca Engen

COCO BAUER
Madge and Keith Bauer
Katherine Keene and John Munro

ASPEN
John and Anne Anderson

COMET KITTY
Kenneth and Susan Karnosh

AUGIE
George Banks and Mary Eiswerth

REGGIE COOPER
Ronald and Ingrid Cooper

AUTUMN
Cindy Campos

CRUISER AND KATE
Ginny and Mickey Bellman

AUTUMN
Amanda Kelvin

DAISY AND DAHLIA
John and Sandra Bartruff
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Tributes
Pet Memorials
(continued)
DICKENS
Gail Brooks
DODGE AND HARLEY DAVIDSON
Pauline Bradshaw
MAMA KITTY ENGBERG
Jennifer Engberg
OLIVER, SIMON, AND LUCY FIELDING
Elizabeth Fielding
DUTCH FITZPATRICK
Sarah Booth
FUDGE, JACK, AND BUG
Connie and Terry Murphy
CAT MAN, GERONIMO
Hella Nordberg and Alicia Tonnies
GOLDIE, SOPHIE, AND STEPHANIE
Marianne Campbell

JACK AND RILEY
George and Marge McGreer

LOUIE
Debra Young

JOEY
Laurie Miller

LUCY RUE
Meg Rowe

JOLLY
Doris Hazel

LULABELLE, OLIVE, JOSEPH, AND TAFFY
Carolyn Freeman

JOSIE
Jayare Judith Price

MADDIE
Phyllis Bolton

KEONI
Sue and Dennis Legan

MADDY
Shirley Wimer

KITTI
Mary Nonamaker

MALACHAI
Charlene Finlay

LIBBY
Pam Burt

SWEET MOLLY MALONE
Susan Robertson

LILLY MAE
Dave and Tanya Dalke

MANDY
John Sullivan

LITTLE DOG
Irene Longaker and Jon Colburn

PORTIA MARKHAM
Hella Nordberg and Alicia Tonnies

GRETEL CAT
Ingeborg Ollerenshaw
MAGGIE MAE HANSEN
Daisy Horn
HARLEY
Karen Vilhauer
HAWI
Geraldine Comerford
HEARTBREAKER I, II, AND III
Louise and Larry Martin
HEIDI AND COCOA
Barbara Winger
MIKA AND YUKI HUDGINS
Janie Hudgins
HUNTER, KASH, KASEY, AND MR. GRAY
Ashley Erb and JD Welch
HUNTER TUXEDO KITTY
Debbie Layman
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Put your paycheck to work for pets!
Ask your employer about workplace giving programs.
Questions? Email us at
development@whs4pets.org

November 1, 2021 to January 31, 2022

MARLEY
Tom and Barbara Halsey

SAMBA PETKOVSEK
Kelly Petkovsek

MARTEN
Janice and Lester Margosian

POSSOM
William and Diane Pankonin

POE MASSER
Sara Masser

QUEENIE
Mary and Bob Peacock

MAX
Steve and Janet Templar

WHS ALUM RAIFIKI (RAFI)
Cheryl Hollatz-Wisely

OLY MCGEE
Sally and Dave Elmgren
LeRoy and Sylvia Kline

ROMEO
Renate Woods

MERRY AND PIPPEN
Marsha Behr
JETT MICHAEL
Deanne Roberts
MOKA
Grace Smith
MOLLY
Dixie Swanson
ACE “THE WONDERDOG” MORGAN
Lynette Lang and Chuck Crom
Sally and Dave Elmgren
Katherine Keene and John Munro
Lori Murphy Cole
Kent and Esther Neely
Tom and Cesie Scheuermann
Kathy Yunker

ROSIE, TIKI, AND BUDDY
Peggy and Warren Glaede

THOR
Jean Christian

SADIE II
Gary Crum

TOBY
Shirley Jacobson

SASSY, BUFFY, AND CASEY
James Stone

TOBY
Donald Trotter

SCOOTER II AND LONNA
Richard Mayer

TOBY (THE CAT) CARNEY
Jay Carney

SIMON, OLIVER, AND LUCY
Grady Sharp

TONKA
Barbara and Betsy Steinberg

SIRBY
Tracy and Jeff Crandall
Pamela Wood

BRAMBLE TRESIDDER
Sharon Geiger

SMOKEY
Gene Miller

PANCHO
Tom and Barbara Halsey

SOPHIA
Geri Jones

PEACHES, BAGHEERA,
MR WONG, SEYMORE, COILETTE,
AND BLACK PEARL
Travis and Jamie Beery

SOPHIE
William White

PEEWEE
Karen Roff
PEPEE THE PUG
Bruce and Gertrud Bothwell

THE PIG
Leann Yamanaka

RUGER
Dr. Charles and Deneice Essex

BUDYODA ORCUTT
Brian Orcutt

PEDRO, CHICO, AND GUS
Nellie Hobson

OSCAR WAGNER
WHS Friends

STARBUCKS, BEAR, AND BUNNY
Kit Fowler

TUPO S
Mary Schmidgall
TWINKLE & SCOOTER
Dwight and Judy Courtney
WENDY
Michelle Rand
WHINNY AND PUA
Mindy Fenwrick

STELLA
Luci Hoard

ZOE AND ODIE
Kathryn Eder-Deshon and Dale
Deshon

STORMY
Steven Green and Cynthia Pentony

ZOEY CAT
Claudette Von Derahe

TARR
Bob Woolsey

ZORRO
Susie Stevens
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Tributes
Honorarians
@HANKTHEORANGETANK
Linda Dragavon
TRACIE ALLAN & CALVIN
WINNINGHAM
Terrance Allan
ALACRITOUS ALTRUISM
Tim Woodden
BJ ANDERSEN
Monte and Barbara Turner
STEVE AND LINDA ANDERSON
Laureen Fong-frydendal
BETTY ANN ARRASMITH
Elizabeth Arrasmith
DRS. BOB & LAURA ARCHER & STAFF
ASH CREEK ANIMAL CLINIC
Connie and Hank DeHaan

DORIS AND RAY CLARK
Susan McFadden

KATHERINE HAGER
Mike and Linda Sheridan

TRACY CRANDALL
Karen and Kevin Govern
Tom and Barbara Halsey

AMANDA HAYMAN
Bonnie Kovach

BILL AND BARBARA CROTHERS
Robert Woods
DAISY AND CALI
Craig Ward
PAUL AND JEN DENBESTE
Don and Gayle George
DOMINIQUE, NIGHTWING &
SPIKE HALEY
Lois Haley
DORA AND WILLOW’S “GOTCHA DAY”
Bruce Hart and Tamra HeathershawHart
VIENNE DOUCETTE-HARDY
Christina Hardy

TERESA BALLER
Barbara Robb

ANITA ECKSTEIN
Carolyn Bowser

LOGAN BEANS-ASPELAND
Karen Bennett

THOMAS AND KIRSTEN EDWARDS
Pamela Evenden

LESLIE AND JOHN BELFANTI
Sherri and Lindsay Partridge

MRS. ELSASSER’S 3RD GRADE CLASS
AUMSVILLE ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Elsasser

BELLE
Carol Ann Armstrong
SAMANTHA BENT AND SARGE
Nancy Cottrell
KELLY BOND
Janell Bond
ELANOR & K WILLIAMS BROWN
Anonymous
MARY K. CALLAGHAN
Janette Hall
BARB CASH
Joanne and Terry Evans

16

DORIS HAZEL
Suzanne Ryans
FELICIA HIRATA
Robert DeAngelo
LUCI HOARD
Evelyn Pech
JIM HURD
Don and Gayle George
FRBOOBOO ILG
Jennelle and Jess Barton
OSCAR ISOM
Sondra White
PAT JAMES
Eloise Nelson

TAMMY WALLING’S 3RD GRADE CLASS
AUMSVILLE ELEMENTARY
Tammy Walling
ANITA ENGBERG
Pamela Evenden
HANDSOME GUY EDGAR FAWKES
Kristy and Aaron Hodge
FRANKLIN
Andrew Rauch
MOSES AND HEIDI GILLIARD
Zak Chesson
GOLDIE
Larry and Mary Jo Krumdieck

Photo By Alan Light
BETTY WHITE AND HER
100TH BIRTHDAY
The over 300 donors who raised
more than $14,000 in honor of
our Golden Girl

November
November
1, 20211 to January 31, 2022

DEBBIE JANKE
Erica and Greg Hedberg

ONYX
Charity Hess

ST. VINCENT
Luke Bartz

ISABELLA JASINSKI
Ellen Schmitt

GILLIAN PENSAVALLE
Krista Smyth

JULIE STEINER
Heidi Sato

JENNIFER’S BIRTHDAY
Elia Engberg

PORTIA PERKINS
Doris Martin

DAVID AND CARLY STREET
Ann Street

CHRIS JUDSON
Don and Kimberly Judson

MARY JO PETERSON
Barbara Robb

WHS VOLUNTEERS
Carol Phillips

DON JUDSON JR. & FAMILY
Don and Kimberly Judson

PICO
Gwen Ingram

PETER AND DEBORAH WILLIAMS
Charles and Dee-dee Wallace

KELSIE @ CHRISTMAS
Kathy and Norman Barnett

HEATHER PLAPP
Robert and Joanne Vaughn

CHUCK LIPPY
Charles and Dee-dee Wallace

PORTER
Anne Scheck

KIM LOPEZ
Nicole Lopez

MIA RAMSEY’S 9TH BIRTHDAY
Karen and Bill Horner

MACLEAY INN
Stan Parker
Danny Miller
Jerry Miller

CECIL REX
Mary Rex

DEBRA MARTINEZ
Janette Hall

ROMEO
Dennis Goodspeed

JULIE MENDEZ
Steve and Kellie Liudahl

SALEM WOMEN’S BOWLING
TRAVEL LEAGUE
Patricia James
Eloise Nelson

SHIRLEY MIKKELSON
Robert Terhune

OUR SALEM FAMILY
Kaija Penley

CINDY MOREY, RN
John and Nancy Seifert

SASSY
Jean Celia

MARGORIE NAPPER
Sandy Stark

WILLOW SCHWARZINGER
Ken and Becky Hoagland

MCDOUGALL, WHS ALUM
Omar Alomran

LITTLE BOBO SHULER
Dorothy Shuler

REM NIVENS
Bette Andrew

SOPHIE AND JESSE SLOAN
Joyce Sloan

JUDY NORMAN
Sandy Bennett

JACK SNIDER
Pamela McVey

SHARON OBERST
Susan McFadden

WENDY AND MITCH SOUSA
Allan Post
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Shy Dog Specifics
How to Be an Advocate
for a Shy Dog

By Nichole Myers-Youngquist, CPDT-KA,
WHS Behavior and Training Instructor
Now that more people are returning to an
office building after a year of working from
home with their dogs during the pandemic,
they are realizing that their dogs aren’t
too keen on greeting visitors or meeting
strangers. Their dogs feel fear, anxiety,
and stress in these situations.
Know this: Space is the most important
thing to a shy dog. The canine fight or flight
response is an innate survival instinct that
humans display as well. Dogs that need
space will get it however they can. If they
can get away, they will. If they are trapped,
they’ll often use aggression to gain more
space.
Simply paying better attention to shy dogs
and their needs can keep everyone safe.
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Advice for Your Dog
Follow these tips so you can be your dog’s
advocate and voice during meetings with
strangers.
Keep your distance. Give your shy dog what
they really want. Protect their space bubble
and don’t let strangers approach.
Create a barrier. Stand between the stranger
and your shy dog. Train your shy dog to station
themself between your feet or legs or behind
you. Use a food lure and teach a cute cue like
“peekaboo” or “take cover” to find their safe
spot. Most strangers won’t reach into your
personal body space to pet your dog.
Listen and learn. It is very important not to
scold or punish a growling dog. Growling is
a warning to you and strangers that they are
uncomfortable and might resort to aggression
to gain space. If your shy dog has resorted to
growling, listen, do a U-turn and remove your
dog from the situation.

Advice for Other Dogs
If you’ve encountered a dog that isn’t
wiggling and jumping for joy to meet you,
follow these tips:
The dog controls the interaction. Understand
that even if you are good with dogs, the shy
dog may not be good with people. Allow the
dog to decide whether or not they want to
interact with you. If the dog does not want
to approach you, you are better off staying at
a safe distance and trying to win their trust.
Food = trust. Food builds trust. Cheese,
chicken, or hot dogs could help you make
friends, but not from an extended hand.
Toss the treat out to the side of the dog.
Keep your distance. Even if the dog
approaches you because of the food, toss
the food away and, again, allow them the
opportunity to choose to interact. Don’t take
it personally if the dog doesn’t return to you.
It’s not about your feelings; it’s about building
trust with the dog.
Resist the urge to touch first. Don’t touch
the dog unless they initiate the touch. If they
curve their body into yours or lean against
you, it’s okay to pet. Keep it short and sweet,
about 5 seconds, then stop and see what the
dog does. If they leave, let them go. Where you
touch matters, too. When the dog does invite
you to touch, the shoulders, back, and rump
are usually safe bets. Stay away from
the head; the mouth has sharp knives
that can cut you!
Say goodbye. Keep the session short.
People often try too hard, too long.
Five minutes is a really, really long time
for a shy dog. Remember the goal:
building trust.

Sweet Sky was very shy while she was in the shelter in
late 2021. She found a caring family to help guide her
into the brave dog she longs to become.
Photo by Martha Russell.

More Help for Shy Dogs
If you’ve followed these tips and your dog still
struggles with shyness, let us help. Consider our
Smart Conversations course to help boost your
dog’s confidence and learn resourceful games to
use in stressful situations. We also offer private
sessions, if your dog finds group classes too
difficult. See all of your options on our website.
As always, practice patience.

Check out our dog training classes!
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Meet the Cover Model
By Jean Dion, Communications Manager
(and Toasty’s foster mom)

If you follow us on social media, attended Boo
Bash, or participated in our Week of Wonder,
you’ve seen this face before. It’s Toasty!
This spunky, spicy kitten went through an
amazing transformation in a WHS foster home
this fall. He put the medical team to the test
with a long list of ailments that included an eye
injury, anemia, malnutrition, and ringworm.
Then, he inspired more than 65 families to
come to an adoption event with the hope of
bringing him home.
Toasty’s story is one of our favorites from
2021, and we can’t wait to see what we will
do as a pet-loving community in 2022.

If you missed Toasty’s story,
see his video on our Week of
Wonder page at whs4pets.
org/wow. Or scan this code.

